
While Shepherds in Jewry
Words: Anonymous, 1812.
Music: T. R. Bowden.

While shepherds in Jewry were guarding their sheep,
Promiscuously seated, estrangd from sleep,
An angel from Heaven presented to view,
And thus he accosted the trembling few:
Dispel all your sorrows, and banish your fears,
For Jesus your Savior in Jewry appears.

When Adam the first in rebellion was found,
Forbidden to tarry on hallowd ground,
Now Adam the second appears to retrieve
The loss you sustained by the devil and Eve;
Then, shepherds, be tranquil, this instant arise,
Go visit the Savior and see where He lies.

A token I leave you whereby you may find
This heavenly stranger, this friend to mankind;
A manger His cradle, a stall His abode,
The oxen are near Him beholding your Lord.
Then, shepherds, be humble, be meek and lie low,
For Jesus your Savior's abundantly so.

This wondrous story scarce bowed on the ear,
When thousands of angels in glory appear;
They join in the concert, and this was the theme,
All glory to God and good will toward men.
Then shepherds, strike in, join your voice to the choir
And catch a few sparks of celestial fire.

Hosannah, the adoring shepherds now cried,
Hosannah, the angels in glory replied;
Salvation through Jesus to mortals made known,
In glory to God through the birth of His Son.
Now, shepherds, adieu, we commend you to God,
Go visit the Son in His humble abode.

To Bethlehem's city the shepherds repaired,
For full confirmation of what they had heard;
They entered the stable with aspects so mild,
And there they beheld both the mother and child.
Then make proclamation, divulge it abroad,
That Jews and Gentiles may hear of the Lord.
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